
Kerrs Creek Wind Farm 
Draft Planning Agreement



Overview of the Development

Kerrs Creek Wind Farm is a State Significant 

development application currently being assessed 

by the State Government and consists of:

• 63 turbines/441 megawatts

• Height of 280m

• 8,918 hectares over 7 freehold 

properties

• Capital investment value of 

approximately $710 million



Roles and Responsibilities 

State Government
Consent Authority

Community/Landowner Consultation

Council
Opportunity to input
Planning Agreement 



What is a Planning Agreement 

A planning agreement is an agreement between a developer and Council where a 
developer pays a monetary contribution or delivers a material public benefit for:
• Public amenities or services 
• Affordable housing 
• Transport or other infrastructure

Negotiation 
with applicant

Draft 
Planning 

Agreement 
considered 
by Council

Public 
exhibition  

28 days

Draft Planning 
Agreement 
adopted by 

Council

Planning 
Agreement 

signed

Timeline for a Planning Agreement:



Renewable Energy Benefit Framework

Council adopted the Renewable 
Energy Benefit Framework in 
December 2022

Renewable Energy Benefit Framework is used to provide 

guidance to developers of Solar and Wind Energy about 

Council’s requirements to deliver benefits to our community. 

• The Framework provides guidance regarding Council’s 

requirements to deliver benefits to our community through 

Planning Agreements. 

• Funding project’s Capital Investment Value.

• Council encourages the inclusion of a Community Benefit 

Fund in all Planning Agreements.



Renewable Energy Benefit Framework

Community Benefit Objectives  

 Ensure our community positively benefits from large scale solar and wind development.

 Manage and seek to accelerate the impact of large scale and wind development.

 Provide opportunities for proponents to proactively and positively add to the betterment of the community.

Use of Funds for Community Benefits

 Road infrastructure provision and maintenance;

 Housing opportunities and initiatives;

 Economic development and investment attraction opportunities and initiatives;

 Skills development;

 Community facilities and recreation opportunities; 

 Youth welfare and support;

 Town centre development and maintenance in Wellington;

 Other infrastructure provision that provides for the continued health, wellbeing and development of the 

community.



Planning Agreement Terms 

Council’s policy setting in relation to negotiating planning agreement funds are:

• 1.5% of Capital Investment Value (CIV)

•  Funds to be paid annually over the life of the project (30 years).

•  The CIV of this project is approximately $710 million



ExpStructure of a Planning Agreement



Structure of a Planning Agreement

The structure of the Planning Agreement includes a breakdown of how the allocation and 
percentage of funding is broken up. Below is a real example:

Timeframe Development Contribution %PA

Year 1- 5 A Strategic project (nominated to be construction and maintenance of 

Forest Vale Road causeway being a council public road within 10km of the 

Project site)

54%

Community Benefit Fund (funding for community groups and other not-

for-profit organisations for projects, with a preference for projects 

principally situated within 20km of the project site)

6%

Remaining funding (maintenance of council public roads within 20km of 

the Project site, that are not otherwise to be carried out or funded by or 

on behalf of a government entity)

38%

Administration 2%



Structure of a Planning Agreement

Timeframe Development Contribution %PA

Year 6 - 30 Strategic projects (funds to be used in the Dubbo LGA for projects within 

the categories identified in the Framework, with an emphasis on large 

scale infrastructure including road infrastructure provision and 

maintenance)

54%

Community Benefit Fund (funding for community groups and other not-

for-profit organisations for projects, with a preference for projects 

principally situated within 20km of the project site)

6%

Remaining funding (funds to be used on projects for community benefits 

identified in the framework, with a preference for projects principally 

situated within 20km of the Project Site)

38%

Administration 2%



Questions
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